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Students Hannah Sheppard and Brent Stevenor hosted the Muskies Tuesday night in the Arrupe Overlook.
The Philosophy, Politics 
and the Public (PPP) Honors 
Program will see a major shift 
in the upcoming school year. A 
split track will be implemented 
for sophomores in the program. 
The 2016 school year saw the 
largest PPP class since its cre-
ation in 2003. 
“As happy as we were to see 
that,” Program Director Dr. 
E. Paul Colella said, “it created 
problems with class size.” 
Because of  this, the heads 
of  the program have decided 
to separate the sophomore class 
traditional one of  focusing on 
policy and working on a cam-
paign will remain, but a second 
law track will be added. 
The theory and the prac-
tice of  law will be covered in a 
12-credit hour full-year sequence 
of  courses from mock trial and 
philosophy as well as political 
science and will include practic-
ing legal professionals among 
the faculty, according to a state-
ment from the department.
 “So many kids in this class 
are at least entertaining thoughts 
of  law school,” Colella said. “So 
it seemed like it made sense from 
a curricular point of  view as well 
as a practical point of  view.”
The new classes will teach all 
the skills necessary to be success-
ful in law. These skills include case 
preparation, legal writing and re-
search and examining policy. 
Practicing attorneys will be 
brought in to help teach classes, and 
students will have the chance to prac-
tice their skills in mock trial settings. 
“As I hope to pursue a career 
in law like many of  my peers in 
the PPP program, this sopho-
more course sequence provides 
an awesome foundation for pre-
law students and introduces us 
to the role of  case preparation 
and the role of  legislation in law,” 
Traditionally, the program fo-
cuses on political campaigns, pol-
icy implementation and lobbying 
during the second year. The typical-
ly small class faces labor intensive 
papers and a trip to Washington 
D.C., to meet with representatives 
and push their issues. 
The law track will still partici-
pate in the traditional sophomore 
D.C. trip by focusing on the judi-
cial impacts of  the  policies dis-
cussed in the other class. 
The two separate classes will 
reunite junior year to continue 
their education.  
Changes coming 
to PPP program
Muskie Awards honor 
campus organizations
celebration took place yesterday 
evening in the Arrupe Overlook. 
Individuals and student orga-
nizations from across campus 
attended the award ceremony 
that honored exemplary student 
leaders.
Students in formal to 
semi-formal attire sat patiently 
in the Arrupe Overlook to see if  
they or their organizations were 
awarded one of  the 17 different 
awards. 
They anxiously watched 
a presenter duo of  a student 
and a faculty member intro-
duce the award category and its 
description.
The awards consisted of  the 
Cultural Program of  the Year, 
Educational Program of  the 
Year, Innovative Program of  
the Year, Unsung Hero Award, 
Advisor of  the Year, Positive 
Award, Embracing Diversity 
Award, All for One & One for 
Award, Campus Engagement 
Award, Recognition of  
Organization of  the Year and 
Outstanding Organization of  the 
Year.
Citizens of  the World won the 
Cultural Program of  the Year.
Political Science Club won 
the Educational Program of  
the Year with its PlatForum po-
litical party debate, Voices of  
Solidarity won the Innovative 
Program of  the Year with its 
mock border wall and conver-
border and Ryan Behrndt won 
Unsung Hero Award with the 
X-treme Fans.
Advisor of  the Year for her 
work with the African Students 
Association, Black Students 
Association, Ladies With and 
Emphasis on Achievement & 
Distinction and the Student 
Organization of  Latinos.
the Embracing Diversity Award, 
Ladies With and Emphasis on 
Achievement & Distinction won 
the All for One & One for All 
Award and Sara Hamer with the 
Student Activities Council (SAC) 
the Year. 
Both Elizabeth Zalla with 
DeWitt with Club Swimming 
the Year.
Both Sylvia Chemweno of  the 
African Students Association and 
Leo Biette of  Student Activities 
the Year. 
Sara Ochieng of  the African 
Students Association won the 
X-treme Fans won the Campus 
Engagement Award. 
recognized were American 
Advertising Federation of  Xavier, 
Don’t Tell Anna, XU One Heart, 
Community of  Engineers and 
the Irish Dance Team. 
Organization of  the Year. In The 
Loop is an on-campus organiza-
tion takes plastic bags and cuts 
them into strings that can be used 
to crochet sleeping mats for peo-
ple experiencing homelessness. 
Solidarity all won for Outstanding 
Organization of  the Year.
Photo courtesy of xavier.edu






Archbishop talks 21st century faith
The Archbishop of  Cincinnati's 
Archdiocese, Dennis Schnurr, 
made an appearance on Xavier's 
campus at a Holy Power Hour 
event Friday in the Bellarmine 
Chapel. 
Life After Sunday (LAS) presi-
dent and senior Marie Wildemann 
explains that Holy Power Hour is 
an event the club puts on two or 
three times per semester. It con-
sists of  a student talk, worship 
in front of  the blessed sacrament. 
As the name suggests, it lasts 
about an hour and is followed by 
time for socializing, usually in the 
form of  a group heading to a local 
restaurant. 
According to Wildemann, 
Schnurr has attended one of  the 
events for the past several years. 
At the beginning of  the school 
with his secretary, and they sched-
ule a time for him to come during 
the second semester.  
"That initial relationship was 
in the last couple years have kind 
of  inherited that," Wildemann 
said. 
On Friday, Schnurr discussed 
how to be a young Catholic in a 
secularized 21st century, giving at-
tendees advice on how to better 
live out their faith. 
-
member is 'American Catholics, 
it seems as though they are get-
ting more American and they are 
identifying as more American 
than Catholic, and how do we re-
claim that identity?'" Wildemann 
said. "He wasn't proposing any-
thing great or grand. It was simple 
things we can change in our own 
personal lives." 
He also provided a booklet en-
titled "Game Changer: The Role 
of  the Holy Spirit in the New 
Evangelization" for students to 
Wildemann says that the atten-
dance was about 30-35 students, 
along with two alumni and their 
families. 
"It was kind of  cool to see a 
past generation of  LAS mem-
bers," Wildemann said in refer-
ence to the graduates. "Both of  
the alumni were married, and both 
had young kids, so it was cool to 
meet them."
Even though Wildemann says 
she had hoped for greater atten-
dance, she still sees value in hav-
Xavier. 
"I think it's really important 
that the Archbishop comes to 
Xavier University and other plac-
es like that," Wildemann said. 
"Especially in a small commu-
nity, it's not like something where 
we get 100 people in attendance. 
It's really important because the 
people in Cincinnati...can see 
this leader of  the Catholic faith 
in Cincinnati and interact with 
him personally. After our event, 
we held a small reception, and he 
stayed longer than I'd seen him 
stay in the past, and he talked with 
-Paid Advertisement-
a lot of  students. Students posed a 
lot of  questions, and he really was 
open to speaking with them." 
Schnurr answered questions 
well past the end of  the talk.
The next Holy Power Hour 
will occur on April 8 in Bellarmine 
Chapel. 
Archbishop Dennis Schnurr of Cincinnati’s Archdiocese spoke to students about living Catholic in the 21st century.








































Copy editor Trever 
McKenzie responds to a 
previous editorial on gay 
men and religion.
Op-Ed, page 6 A&E, page 10
Up this week: 
Staff writer Sam Martini 
reviews Marvel’s newest box 
Logan.





Some University Committees 
are now accepting applications 
for student representatives for the 
2017-2018 academic year. Student 
Government Association (SGA) 
annually appoints students to 
these committees to give a student 
perspective to university decisions. 
Student representatives work 
with staff  and faculty to make 
changes and decisions about the 
university’s future and campus 
initiatives. 
SGA Senator Ryan Kambich 
commented on the University 
Committees, and how students 
a difference at Xavier. He says 
that participating on a University 
Committee is a way to combat 
this. 
“If  something is not right, if  
there's something you want to 
change, if  you have a vision for 
some of  these campus institu-
tions, this is a fantastic platform 
to work with.”  Kambich said.
Kambich cited the infamous 
removal of  the campus study day 
as an example of  the effect these 
committees can have. 
“It was the Calendar Committee 
that made the decision to end the 
each semester,” Kambich said. 
“The committee deliberated 
and decided that it would be bet-
-
ule so that week would not have 
the initial study day, so yes, these 
committees do have an impact, 
one just has to look in the right 
There are 18 different com-
mittees on the application. Some 
committees are looking for one or 
two students, but others, like the 
places. The University Conduct 
To serve on a committee, stu-
dents must meet the requirements 
for holding an SGA position. This 
includes being in good academic 
standing, with a minimum semes-
ter and cumulative GPA of  2.25. 
Students cannot be on univer-
sity probation or have any past 
due sanctions. 
Applications, found  on the 
SGA OrgSync page under the 
“Forms”, are due Sunday at mid-
night. Questions can be directed 
to an SGA executive. 
New nursing building set to open
Xavier Newswire
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*Limited ticket event. Ticket information online. 
BY AZL SAEED
Staff  Writer
In January 2016, Xavier 
University launched its new 
Accelerated Bachelor of  Science 
in Nursing (ABSN) program 
with eleven students. While the 
program is different from  many 
of  Xavier’s other similar offered 
values in nurturing the whole 
person. 
The program itself  is 16 
months long and 63 credits, with 
the cost being $850 per credit 
hour.
The accelerated program is 
geared toward individuals who 
have a bachelor’s degree in a non-
nursing major but want to begin a 
nursing career. 
Once the program is in full 
swing, there will be three differ-
ent starting dates based on a roll-
ing admission process throughout 
the year. 
In addition, the program in-
corporates online classes and 
clinical experience from top local 
hospitals like TriHealth, Mercy 
Health, Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center and The 
Christ Hospital Health Network.
The program was especially 
created to assist with the nursing 
shortage in Ohio.
Classes for the program take 
place off  campus on the sev-
Building, 615 Elsinore Place. 
Opened in February of  this 
year, the building offers labs that 
mimic real-life healthcare situa-
tions including childbirth. Certain 
classrooms are meant to resemble 
a hospital setting to accustom stu-
dents to that work environment. 
On Wednesday, March 22, 
Father Michael Graham will host 
the grand opening and blessing of  
the new classroom space from 5-7 
p.m. 
To apply or learn more about 
the new Accelerated Nursing pro-
gram, visit acceleratednursing.
xavier.edu, or call 866-890-9467. Fr. Michael Graham will host the grand opening of the new off-campus space.
Photo courtesy of  gannet.cdn.com.




Great Lakes to lose funding for pollution and algae cleaning
BY SAVIN MATTOZZI
Staff  Writer 
BY SOONDOS MULLA-OSSMAN
Staff  Writer 
The Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative, a program launched in 2010 
to clean pollution and algae from the 
world’s largest freshwater system, is 
under threat after President Donald 
Trump released his national budget. 
Among the controversies, withdraw-
ing all funding from the Great Lakes 
is one of  the most devastating to the 
Enviornmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). The lakes currently receive 
$300 million in annual federal appro-
priations through the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative.
The preliminary budget would 
also nix grants that provide for low 
or moderate-income homes in the 
area. The Community Development 
Block Grants which help create hous-
ing, the Low Income Home Energy 
Program which helped Americans 
pay heating bills (where in 2016 
alone, Ohio received $130 million), 
and the independent Appalachian 
Regional Commission,which has 
spent nearly $10 million on econom-
ic development programs in Ohio’s 
32 Appalachian counties since 
October 2015 would be eliminated.
Should the proposed budget 
be approved without any changes, 
residents from the coastlines to 
Cincinnati are prone to feelings its 
effects. The initiatives and programs 
have removed toxins, fought invasive 
species and raised the overall wa-
ter quality of  the Great Lakes since 
2009.  
The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative was used during the toxic algae blooms pictured above in Lake Erie during 2011 to help clean up and prevent further blooms.
Photo courtesy of lakescientist.com
“The idea that the administra-
tion would eliminate a program that 
protects drinking water for more 
than 30 million people is hard to 
comprehend,” Bainbridge Township 
Republican Rep. Dave Joyce said in a 
statement.
Trump’s administration, which 
has already proposed a 31 percent 
cut to the EPA, said the decision 
was part of  an effort to turn over 
“responsibility for funding local en-
vironmental efforts and programs 
to state and local entities, allowing 
EPA to focus on its highest national 
priorities.”
However, the Great Lakes has 
already proven vital to communi-
ties dependent on its water in the 
past. Ohio Democratic Senator 
Sherrod Brown commented on 
the progress the Great Lakes 
have made since seeing its heavy 
pollution as a child and fears that 
they may relapse back into that 
state.
Ohio Republican Senator Rob 
Portman agreed. 
“I have long championed this 
program, and I’m committed to con-
tinuing to do everything I can to pro-
tect and preserve Lake Erie, includ-
ing preserving this critical program 
and its funding,” Portman said.
More than 3,500 species of  
plants and animals currently live in 
the Great Lakes basin. The lakes 
have more than 10,000 miles of  
shoreline and serve as a drain of  
more than 200,000 square miles 
of  land ranging from agricultural, 
forested areas, cities and suburbs, 
according to the National Wildlife 
Federation.
Pope pushes to allow married priests
Pope Francis made state-
ments last week that could signal 
a change in the Catholic Church’s 
stance on married priests. These 
statements and an opening up of  
Church regulations come in the 
context of  a shortage of  priests.
Francis suggested to the 
German newspaper Die Zeit 
that the Church could be open 
to ordaining married Catholic 
men who wish to be priests in 
a response to low numbers of  
priests in rural and remote areas.
According to The New York 
Times, the restriction is not doc-
trine or dogma. It is a canonized 
law that asserts that priests can 
better focus on Christ with-
out the distraction of  a wife or 
family. 
“We need to think about 
whether ‘tested’ men could be 
a possibility,” Francis said. “If  
so, we would need to determine 
what duties they could under-
take, for example, in remote 
communities.”
There was a clear distinction, 
however that the Church would 
not allow priests to marry after 
ordination, only those who were 
married prior to being ordained.
Pope Francis made an annoucement suggesting married men could be allowed to become priests earlier 
Photo courtesy of NBC-2.com
Theology professor and 
chair of  the theology depart-
ment Arthur Dewey said in an 
interview with the Cincinnati 
Enquirer that there are no theo-
logical boundaries for married 
priests.
“The Catholic Church is fac-
ing the fact that there are de-
creasing numbers of  priests 
in many parts of  the world,” 
Dewey said. “Priests weren’t al-
ways celibate. It was in the sec-
ond or third century that we see 
that. It was part of  the growth 
of  the Church.”
Pope Francis would not be 
the first pope to allow ordained 
married priests in the Church. 
According to Newsweek, in 1980, 
Pope John Paul II permitted 
married men to become priests 
in very specific and limited 
situations.
“People assume for-
mal, organized religion re-
mains the same,” Dewey said. 
“Historically, the Church is al-
ways reforming, trying to get 
better. There is a good reason, 
and this discussion isn’t arbi-
trary. The needs of  these com-
munities must be met. The real-
ity is in certain situations, this 
may be the only solution.” this month. He would not be the first pope to do so. In 1980 Pope John Paul II allowed married priests.
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Chuck Berry dies, so does rock ‘n’ roll
BY KEVIN THOMAS
Staff  Writer
Xavier students are mourning 
the death of  Chuck Berry, one 
of  rock ‘n’ roll’s greatest. 
Berry passed away on 
Saturday after having spent 
months dealing with illness. He 
was 90 years old. 
“It’s pretty sad because he 
was such a legend,” senior Caleb 
inductee for Cleveland’s Rock 
and Roll Hall of  Fame.”
Berry, who was born and 
raised in St. Louis and was 
known as one of  the most 
prominent pioneers of  rock ‘n’ 
roll, started playing the guitar 
and singing when he was 21. 
Berry, along with partner 
Johnnie Johnson, fused together 
blues and country to what even-
tually became known as rock ‘n’ 
roll.
After a few years, he and his 
band eventually got a record deal 
with Chess Records in Chicago, 
where they recorded the song 
“Maybellene,” which was called 
“I think, if  it wasn’t for him 
Rock ‘n’ roll legend Chuck Berry died at 90 years old on Saturday afternoon and was known for songs such as “Johnny B. Goode” and “Maybellene.”
Photo courtesy of stltoday.com
and Little Richard, another great 
black rock ‘n’ roll musician,” 
Mickler said, “a lot of  rock ‘n’ 
roll music today that we love 
would not be possible.”
Berry recorded 20 studio al-
bums, 11 live albums, eight EPs, 
two soundtracks and 35 com-
pilation albums throughout his 
-
mous album, called Chuck, will 
be released this year. His previ-
ous studio album was released in 
1979. Berry’s most well-known 
song, “Johnny B. Goode,” was 
 Back to the 
Future. 
However, despite the im-
mense contribution to the musi-
cal world, his life was not with-
out controversy. In 1990, Berry 
was sued by several women who 
claimed that he placed a camera 
inside the women’s bedrooms. 
Although he was never proven 
guilty in court, he settled with 
59 women for a reported $1.2 
million.
He continued playing shows 
until the last few months before 
his death despite his old age. In 
tour throughout Europe. 
Rolling Stone magazine’s top 100 
Greatest Artists of  All Time in 
inductees to the Rock and Roll 
Hall of  Fame in Cleveland.  
“I mean, it’s always sad when 
year Katie Scribner said. 
Suds and Buds
March 18, 10:33 p.m. – 
Cincinnati Fire and Rescue 
transported an underage 
intoxicated student found 
passed out in the laundry 
room at Kuhlman Hall to 
Good Samaritan Hospital 
for possible alcohol poi-
soning. Residence Life was 
March 8, 12:52 a.m. – 
Xavier Police assisted a 
contract employee stuck 
in an elevator in Lindner 
Hall. 
March 9, 9:39 a.m. – A 
non-student soliciting in 
Starbucks was issued a crim-
inal trespass warning and 
sent on his or her way. 
March 14, 9:49 a.m. – 
Two non-students sleep-
ing in the student lounge 
Gallagher Student Center 
were issued trespass warn-
ings and sent on way. 
March 14, 11:20 a.m. 
– A student parked in the 
Bellarmine Circle with 
15 unpaid parking cita-
tions was referred to the 
student code of  conduct 
process.
March 14, 10:49 p.m. – 
A student reported the theft 
of  his or her iPhone, wallet 
March 15, 10:20 a.m. – 
Xavier Police assisted Residence 
Life serve an eviction notice to 
an ex-student living in univer-
sity housing. 
March 17, 10:05 a.m. 
– Xavier Police assisted 
Psychological Services escort 
a disorderly patient from the 
Sycamore House. 
March 18, 7:47 a.m. – 
Xavier Police assisted Physical 
Plant with a maintenance emer-
gency in Lindner Hall. Water 
leaking from a spigot on the 
two inches of  water in several 
rooms. 
March 19, 12:09 a.m. – A 
student asked Xavier Police 
to immobilize his or her ve-
hicle parked at University 
Station, for safekeeping af-
ter the owner lost his or her 
keys. 
March 19, 11:00 p.m. 
– Xavier Police assisted 
Cincinnati Police with a 
shoplifter at the United 
Dairy Farmers on Dana 
Avenue and Montgomery 
Road.
 
March 20, 12:00 p.m. – 
A student reported another 
student assaulted him or 
her during a dispute. The 
student was referred to the 
student code of  conduct 
process. 
March 20, 2:10 p.m. – 
Xavier Police investigated 
a tow truck removing a 
vehicle from the Joseph 
Parking Lot. The driver 
advised officers it was a 
repo. 
March 20, 3:38 p.m. – A 
student reported the mis-
use of  his or her bank debit 
card, which was used to 
make several inappropriate 












and other personal belongings, 
which were left unattended on 
the bleachers in the gymna-
sium at the O’Connor Sports 
Center. 
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March Madness has me thinking
First Amendment to the United 
States’ Constitution
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of  religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of  speech, or of  the press; or the 
right of  the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of  grievances.
Newswire has made the decision to stray from the AP Style Guide 
when printing the words White and Black in reference to groups of  
people. We have decided to capitalize both.
For me, watching even our incredible Muskies reach the Sweet 16 as well as a host of  other exciting games 
these teams experience, I cannot help but be reminded of  the harsh reality that surrounds the world of  college 
It is no secret that the NCAA’s March Madness tournament is wildly successful every year, but there is also 
an eye-popping price tag that comes along with it. Back in 2010 the NCAA signed a lucrative and exclusive 
television deal with the CBS and Turner Family Networks worth $10.8 billion for the next 14 years, concluding 
the CBS/Turner partnership decided to double down on its agreement and sign an eight-year extension worth 
$8.8 billion through 2032.
The problem that I have with the NCAA is not the fact the it has agreed to these deals worth insane 
amounts of  money but rather the fact these athletes are not being compensated adequately enough for their 
services. Herein lies one of  the most prominent debates surrounding sports that has come about more or less 
athletes and their hard work while they do not see a single penny in return?
Enter Mark Emmert. Emmert is the current president of  the NCAA, having taken that position in 2010, 
just after that astonishing television deal was signed. Emmert is very well-known for repeating his same shtick 
of  “these players are student-athletes, not employees, and therefore shouldn’t be paid a salary.” Now, consider 
how ridiculous and downright insulting that statement is. Emmert is trying to make the claim that simply 
because these athletes have access to college and universities – which is indisputably a privilege in and of  
itself  – the NCAA should then be able to market these games and then keep all of  the subsequent revenue. 
The reality for any college athlete is that the NCAA cares far more about the product that the athletes give to 
it rather than some fake benevolence or generosity that Emmert and company try to show toward a typical 
student-athlete. If  the NCAA was genuinely concerned with the well-being of  
its athletes, wouldn’t you think that it would be willing to purchase textbooks 
for its athletes, rather than diverting funds toward the renovation of  a state-
of-the-art basketball arena?
Ultimately, I cannot pretend that this was some sort of  exhaustive and 
investigative journalistic endeavor that will change college athletics as a whole, 
but the inequity can no longer go ignored. Year after year, colleges and uni-
versities all across the country are chomping at the bit to get more funding for 
their programs so that they can upgrade their athletic weight room or redesign 
their court, but what good does this ultimately do for the college athletes? An 
updated weight room or players-only lounge room cannot pay for textbooks. 
These perks of  being an athlete are indeed valuable, but if  colleges and univer-
sities continue to see them as investment opportunities rather than the young 
students that they are, what are we really offering them?
Patrick McGuire is a junior 
HAB major and guest writer for the 
Newswire from Cleveland, Ohio
ber Indiana’s Religious Freedom Restoration Act 
that placed the religious belief  of  “I don’t like gay 
people” above the actual gay people’s right to receive 
public services and not be discriminated against as a 
response to the marriage equality ruling that required 
intense pushback just to get an amendment protect-
ing sexual orientation and gender identity? Or how 
about the current Republican platform that has a dis-
sent of  marriage equality written into it? Many people 
seem to think that their religious beliefs entitle them 
to determine the social standing of  other people. It 
doesn’t sound like an issue of  the past to me.
As far as bullying goes, it is absolutely not gone, not 
by a long shot. While cities might be getting progres-
sively better at ratting out bullying against LGBT+ 
students, it’s far from gone in more rural areas. I can 
personally attest to the dislike of  LGBT+ students 
in schools, having been bullied for being gay before 
I was even out. Bullying creates alienation and social-
ization issues that prevent the formation of  proper 
relationships. It is still socially acceptable to say, “I 
don’t like gay people” or “I think being gay is a sin” 
if  it’s in the name of  religion, and LGBT+ people 
are expected to respect an opinion that literally de-
humanizes them. LGBT+ still struggle with coming 
for saying they aren’t straight or cisgender. The feder-
al government can’t even avoid bullying LGBT+ stu-
dents, having already targeted Trans* students’ right 
to use a bathroom. Socially, LGBT+ individuals are 
still not as accepted as they need to be.
If  you ever want to wonder why LGBT+ people 
are more depressed and suicidal than their non-
LGBT+ counterparts, 
consider that it doesn’t 
have to do with a lack 
of  religion – it has to 
do with the large social 
stigma still attached to 
being LGBT+, which 
can be attributed to re-
ligion’s desire to oppress 
our right to live. When 
religion stops creating 
the problems, LGBT+ 
might consider religion 
worthwhile.
Last week, an op-ed was published in the Newswire 
the necessity of  a relationship between members of  
the LGBT+ community (gay men particularly) and 
churches (namely Catholic churches). Many things 
said in this op-ed moved me to issue corrections in 
the form of  a response. I may come across as scathing 
in this critique, but know that I have no intention of  
shaming or insulting the writer of  that particular op-ed.
What struck me about this op-ed is the casual na-
ture in which the social standing of  the LGBT+ com-
munity was addressed. The op-ed opens with a state-
ment indicating that the author thinks that society, at 
large, believes that being gay is cool and desirable. I 
do not know his experiences, so I can’t say what led 
him to think this, but I vehemently disagree. It may 
seem like being gay is the new trend these days, espe-
cially with movies like Moonlight snatching awards in 
Hollywood and getting acclaim for breaking boundar-
ies, but that does not mean that everyone is suddenly 
jumping on the ally train. There is still large-scale 
oppression affecting LGBT+ citizens in countries 
around the world. The U.S. is ahead, having recently 
started adopting laws that prevent discrimination in 
various institutions across the country, but we still 
have a long way to go.
Three things that the writer said were things of  
the past were AIDS, marriage equality and bullying. 
That could not be further from the truth. For exam-
ple, the Food and Drug Administration only recently 
decided to start allowing gay men to donate blood, 
and only on the condition that they wait a year since 
they last had sex with another man. Most might recall 
AIDS crisis of  the ‘80s, an event that went largely ig-
nored by the government of  the time. Even though 
testing could reveal STD infections in the blood, and 
even though AIDS is not exclusive to gay men by 
any means, the restriction persists. Intensive screen-
ing could absolutely be an option, as the concern is 
not entirely unfounded, but the needless restrictions 
based on assumptions are pointless.
While we may have marriage equality, that doesn’t 
mean too much. The infamous Kim Davis debacle 
comes to mind. Remember how she was praised for 
“standing up for her beliefs” despite violating a fed-
eral law and failing to do her job? Or do you remem-
Trever McKenzie is a sopho-
more theatre major and copy 
editor for the Newswire from 
Higginsport, Ohio.
and temporary. I live in a territory 
devastated by illegal dumping of  
toxic waste from the north. In my 
neighborhood, there are no spaces 
to socialize, only police and video 
surveillance. There are no hospi-
tals or public transportation. And 
then I am the violent one who 
takes to the streets to protest for 
our rights.”
The people of  the South are 
done with being treated like sec-
ond-class citizens in a country 
we made. We are done with being 
blamed for systemic problems that 
the North has placed on us. We are 
done with being made out to be 
stupid, dirty and lazy. We are smart 
back to get the rights and dignity 
the colonizers took away from us. 
And this is just the beginning.
Xavier Newswire




When most people think of  
Italy, they think of  wine, rolling 
hills, the Colosseum, romantic 
While all of  these are wonderful 
to enjoy when vacationing, except 
boiling beneath the surface.
Aside from tensions between 
the political left and right that 
have persisted since a period of  
near-civil war from the 1960s to 
the early 1980s, Italy has struggled 
with ethnic tensions that stem 
In the past 10 to 15 years, it 
has surfaced that the so-called 
sovereign nation of  the Kingdom 
of  the Two Sicilies was in fact a 
vicious colonization and conquest 
whose results still last today.
The northern kingdom of  
and militarily supported by the 
British and, to a lesser extent, 
the French, went down to the 
Kingdom of  the Two Sicilies 
and colonized it. The people of  
the North have generally lighter 
skin and hair, and the people of  
the South are generally darker, 
Mediterranean empires. It is es-
timated that between 300,000 
and more than 1 million people, 
mostly civilians, were killed dur-
ing the colonization. It is also es-
timated that around 1.5 trillion 
Euro-equivalent was stolen from 
the gold reserves in the capital of  
Napoli. This does not include the 
wealth stolen from people’s homes 
and separate municipalities.
There are accounts of  soldiers 
rounding up people in village 
squares and shooting all of  them. 
One northern general wrote in his 
journal that was documented by 
Pino Aprile in his book Terroni: 
How the People of  the South Became 
Southerners that he thought the 
people of  the South ought to be 
Former Neapolitan army per-
sonnel and normal civilians came 
together to wage a guerilla war 
against the invading army. In re-
sponse to this, the Northern of-
contemporary terms would be 
considered anti-terrorist opera-
tions in search for these Briganti. 
If  the Northern soldiers found a 
Briganti, they would bring him up 
to a medieval castle by modern-
day Turin and hold them there 
concentration camps in Europe. 
Because of  the harsh winter con-
ditions, many people died. The 
exact number is uncertain because 
their bodies were dissolved in lime 
for “health reasons.”
Those who were not brought 
to concentration camps or killed 
on the spot were decapitated and 
brought to a eugenicist by the 
name of  Cesare Lombroso in 
Turin where their heads were mea-
sured and “studied” to prove his 
idea that the people of  the South 
were genetically inferior and bio-
logically more criminal compared 
to the people of  the north. The 
heads of  Briganti are still in a mu-
seum in Turin on display, despite 
calls from the people of  the south 
to have them taken back to their 
families.
This racism against the people 
of  the South is still alive and well 
in both systemic and interper-
sonal ways. Businesswomen from 
the south have been harassed at 
meetings in the North where the 
word “Terroni,” a derogatory term 
for Southerners, was displayed on 
their desks.
There are videos of  support-
ers from the racist, anti-Southern 
Northern League party who are 
chanting that they can smell peo-
ple from the South coming up and 
that they hope Vesuvius, the vol-
cano outside of  Napoli, will erupt 
and cleanse the land.
It is harder to get insurance 
from national companies if  you 
live in the South. Education and 
infrastructure are critically under-
funded. Unemployment, especially 
of  youth in the South, is more than 
50 percent. In cities like Napoli, it 
is 53 percent, according to City 
Metric. This in turn makes things 
-
ing. Now, the small silver lining in 
all of  this is that the people of  the 
South are beginning to realize that 
our future is in our hands. When 
the leader of  the Northern League 
party came down to the South to 
gain votes and provoke locals, he 
was met with aggressive protests 
and peaceful resistance.
On April 22, a group of  south-
ern activists will be going up to 
the heart of  Northern League ter-
ritory as a show of  force and re-
Savin Mattozzi is a senior internatio-
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she end up in the hospital?” I bite 
my tongue because I know these 
words won’t get me anywhere, but 
it is still frustrating to hear blatant 
myths perpetuated about illnesses 
that I and others I care about deal 
with on a daily basis.
Ultimately, mental illness is not 
cute because it is hard. And those 
going through it are not glamorous, 
they are strong. By perpetuating the 
idea that these struggles are cute 
and something to strive for, we 
completely invalidate the struggle 
that those with mental illness work 
through on a day-to-day basis.
I spent years believing that there 
was something tragically beautiful 
about my various mental illnesses. 
I believed this because our genera-
tion has taken serious disorders and 
turned them into trendy accessories 
and artsy Tumblr posts.
many times have you said that you 
were “so OCD” about keeping 
many times have you claimed that 
your mom was “so bipolar” for 
sending you an angry text mes-
spring break diet with an eating 
about the fact that you are “such a 
hypochondriac?” Or found some-
thing oddly romantic in the notion 
of  major depression?
We are all guilty of  buying into 
these misconceptions. Mental ill-
ness has become cool and trendy 
like an Alex and Ani bracelet. Now 
this is not to say that there is any-
thing wrong with having a mental 
illness (I have several), this is about 
noticing how the seemingly innoc-
uous comments that we make as a 
society with regard to mental illness 
can be really harmful. What imme-
these illnesses in everyday life, 
the more normalized they be-
come. The problem lies in that 
we are discussing them in the 
wrong ways. We are teaching 
those who think they might be 
suffering that their illnesses are 
casual and cool, that they don’t 
need to seek out treatment be-
cause what they are feeling is so 
normal that everyone seems to 
have it.
alienating those who do know 
themselves to suffer from men-
tal illnesses. A friend who has 
suffered from severe OCD 
explained that she feels discon-
nected from people who make 
jokes about being “so OCD.” 
She said it felt like she could 
never really make them un-
derstand what she was going 
through. I share similar senti-
ments. When someone men-
tions to me that their mom is 
“so bipolar,” I know what they 
mean by this is that their mom 
is moody, but that is not what it 
means to have bipolar disorder. 
I feel tempted to ask them every 
time in a sarcastic tone, “Oh re-
was her last manic episode? Did 
Anna Shapiro in a junior English 
major and guest writer for the Newswire 
from Cincinnati.
diately comes to mind is that 
while most mental illnesses have 
romanticized aspects, one can’t 
pick and choose which symp-
toms they are going to have.
The brooding mystery of  
depression comes along with 
days of  feeling so emotionally 
drained that you can’t get out 
of  bed. The tidiness associated 
with OCD comes with levels of  
obsessive thinking that no one, 
myself  included, who has not 
dealt with it can understand. 
The creativity often afforded 
by bipolar disorder comes with 
crippling highs and lows and a 
medication regiment that those 
of  us who suffer from it will 
probably be on for the rest of  
our lives. Eating disorders are 
not fad diets that you pick up 
to lose weight for spring break. 
They weigh heavy with feelings 
of  worthlessness and obsessive 
thoughts and behavioral urges 
that I wouldn’t wish on anyone. 
And with regard to hypochon-
driasis, there is nothing remotely 
romantic about driving to the 
ER every time you have a panic 
attack because you are con-
vinced your heart is failing.
Perhaps the most frustrat-
ing part about mental illness is that you 
often are aware that you are acting com-
pletely “out of  your mind,” and yet there 
seems to be nothing that you can do to 
cute as you might have thought. But mak-
ing jokes about them helps to normalize 
them, right? Our generation’s openness is 
smashing the stigma? Yes and no.
The more we are willing to talk about 
Mental illnesses are not trends that fall in and out 
Southern Italy will no longer tolerate its oppression
“... while most 
mental illnesses 
have romanticized 
aspects, one can’t 
pick and choose 
which symptoms 




against the people 
of  the South is 
still very alive and 




Xavier heads to San Jose hoping








Against improbable odds, the 
No. 11 Xavier Musketeers are 
advancing to the Sweet 16 after 
a win Saturday night against the 
No. 3 Florida State Seminoles.
The Musketeers are heating up 
at the right time, and Saturday’s 
game continued the momentum 
they got after their win over the 
No. 6 Maryland Terrapins last 
Thursday. Xavier got off  to a fast 
start against the Terps. About 
the Musketeers went on a 12-0 
half, they returned to the locker 
room down by one. The game 
was tightly contested until about 
midway through the second half  
when Xavier began to pull away 
to eventually beat Maryland 76-
65 in a decisive victory. 
Junior forward Sean O’Mara 
had arguably his best perfor-
mance of  the year contributing 
18 points along with seven re-
bounds and a couple of  nifty as-
sists. Junior guard Trevon Blueitt 
also posted an impressive stat 
three-pointers and six rebounds. 
Overall, the team played well, 
but more impressive was that 
the 11th-seeded Musketeers took 
down the sixth seeded Terrapins 
to move on to the round of  32 
for a matchup against a tough 
ACC team in Florida State.
To sum up the Florida State 
game, Xavier absolutely domi-
nated. The Musketeers took 
an early 13-8 lead against the 
third-seeded Seminoles about 
Xavier went on a run and went 
half, Xavier was cruising with a 
comfortable 44-34 lead. 
The offensive explosion car-
ried into the second half  when 
the Musketeers continued the 
onslaught of  points that en-
gulfed the Seminoles in a wave 
of  bewilderment. Florida State 
simply had no answer for the 
Musketeers, who shot 55 percent 
from three. By the 12-minute 
mark in the second half, threes 
from JP Macura and Kaiser 
Gates increased the lead to 61 to 
44. 
Xavier was up by 20 at the 
eight-minute mark and never 
looked back. The win was such a 
decisive victory that play-by-play 
announcer Ian Eagle exclaimed, 
“and the Musketeers roll!” 
Trevon Bluiett had a masterful performance against Florida State in the Round of 32, posting 29 points in the win.
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Tennis opens conference play
Men’s tennis kicked off  a 
busy weekend with a win over 
Georgetown last Friday in 
Washington, D.C. The Musketeers 
found victory on the road with 
their 5-2 win. The match marked 
of  the spring season. 
In singles, redshirt senior Matt 
Bishop defeated Georgetown’s 
Peter Beatty 7-6(3), 6-0. Four 
other Musketeers won their re-
spective singles matches. Senior 
Jeremy Schneider, sophomore Jack 
Dykema, sophomore Trent Smith 
and junior Gabriel Araujo defeat-
ed the Hoyas. 
In doubles, Bishop and Araujo 
took down Georgetown in their 
No. 1 match 7-5. 
The Musketeers continued 
road play at William & Mary in 
Williamsburg, Va., the following 




The Musketeers struggled against 
a tough William & Mary team, but 
Bishop still secured a win in his 
No. 1 singles match against Aidan 
Talcott 7-5, 7-5. 
Xavier’s record fell to 4-10 fol-
lowing the match. 
Men’s tennis faces Indiana 
University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis on March 31 in 
Indianapolis. 
Xavier women’s tennis also 
began spring Big East play. The 
Musketeers utilized experience 
from their toughest non-confer-
ence schedule to date to prepare 
for Big East competition.  Xavier 
faced Marquette on Saturday 
at Eastern Hills Tennis Club in 
Cincinnati. Xavier carried mo-
mentum from its victory against 
the Troy Trojans earlier in the 
month to win 5-2 over the Golden 
Eagles. 
Sophomore Sophia Abelson 
played an integral role in Xavier’s 
Xavier would go on to win 
the game over Florida State 91-
66. Blueitt had a scintillating 
performance with a team-high 
29 points. Xavier had pulled to-
gether yet another upset in the 
tournament, and this victory 
propelled the team to its fourth 
Sweet 16 bid under head coach 
Chris Mack.
An interesting storyline to fol-
low is that the Musketeers are set 
for a Sweet 16 showdown against 
the No. 2 Arizona Wildcats, who 
are coached by former Xavier 
head coach Sean Miller. Miller 
left Xavier after the 2008-2009 
season, allowing Mack, who had 
served as an assistant coach, to 
take the helm. The Musketeers 
are scheduled to play again this 
upcoming Thursday in San Jose, 
Calif.
The Musketeers are peak-
ing at the right time, which is a 
key in March. The energy on the 
court is very reminiscent of  last 
year’s team that had all the talent 
and promise to make a deep run 
in the tournament. James Farr 
called it on Twitter that Xavier 
would make the Sweet 16, and 
his wish has come true. Xavier 
is dancing and is taking March 
Madness to heart.
win. She went 2-0 in the match. 
Abelson won her No. 5 singles 
match 6-2, 6-0. She also defeated 
Marquette with sophomore Zoe 
Manion in No. 3 doubles 6-3. 
Senior Sydney Liggins se-
cured a win in No. 1 singles and 
in No. 2 doubles with Rachael 
Reichenbach. Senior Cristina Di 
Lorenzo defeated her competition 
in No. 2 singles. Junior Lauren 
Ghidotti also won in No. 3 singles. 
Di Lorenzo and Ghidotti fell in 
No. 1 singles to the Golden Eagles 
6-2. 
Following the match, Xavier 
improved to 6-7 this season. 
The Musketeers put a stop to 
Marquette’s four-match win streak 
as the Golden Eagles fell to 8-5 
this season. 
Women’s tennis faces 
Providence on Saturday and Seton 
Hall on Sunday. Both matches 
take place on the road in South 
Orange, NJ. 
team opened up its outdoor sea-
son on Saturday in the Stan Lyons 
Invitational in Indianapolis. The 
men and women both had strong 
meets that left them with 22 top-10 
performances. On the men’s side 
One standout performance was 
time of  10.84. Platt also earned 
second place in the high jump with 
a height of  1.88 meters. Another 
strong performance on the men’s 
side was junior Caleb Hernandez, 
who placed eighth in the discus with 
a throw of  25.44 meters and ninth 
in the 200 meter dash with a time 
of  22.98. 
For the women, junior Karmen 
Auble was a strong competitor in 
the throws division. Auble placed 
32.34 meters and second in the shot 
put with a throw of  11.11 meters. 
Sophomore Kara Robinson also 
in the 100 meter dash with a time 
of  14.74 seconds. Robinson also 
placed second in the 400 meter hur-
dles with a time of  1:05. 
Overall the team had some 
strong performances, but Coach 
Ryan Orner is hoping for a better 
outcome at its next meet in North 
Carolina, the Raleigh Relays. 
outdoor campaign
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Junior Gabriel Araujo (above) was a key part of the Musketeers’ success at Georgetown last Friday, winning two matches.
Photo courtesy of goxavier.com
to continue March Madness run





UCLA men’s basketball has 
undergone a dramatic transfor-
mation this season, moving from 
15-17 last season to 31-4 and a 
Sweet 16 appearance (and possi-
bly more) this season.
At the center of  this trans-
formation is freshman sensa-
point guard who leads the nation 
in assists at 7.6 a game. Ball is 
widely considered to be a lock 
to go in the top two in the NBA 
Draft in June, as he is projected 
behind only Washington point 
guard Markelle Fultz. 
One of  the main concerns 
about Ball has nothing to do 
with his game but rather with his 
family. Lonzo’s father, LaVar, has 
made numerous headlines since 
the beginning of  the season for 
his outlandish and sometimes 
outrageous statements. From 
stating that Lonzo is better than 
Warriors point guard (and two-
time reigning MVP) Steph Curry 
to saying LaVar himself  could 
beat NBA legend Michael Jordan 
in a game of  one-on-one, LaVar 
has also been in the media for 
saying all of  his sons will be “one 
and done lottery picks.”
While many have criticized 
LaVar’s statements, there are 
many executives around the 
NBA who do not feel LaVar is 
a good enough reason to pass 
on Lonzo in June’s NBA Draft. 
One executive is quoted as saying 
“Passing on the kid because of  
the father may not hold up well 
over time.”
The transformation at UCLA 
could be sustained for the next 
few years, as Lonzo’s younger 
brothers, LiAngelo and LaMelo, 
are both highly touted prospects 
who have committed to UCLA. 
LiAngelo, a senior, is a scoring 
machine for Chino Hills High 
School in California, averaging 
33.8 points per game, accord-
ing to MaxPreps.com. LaMelo, a 
sophomore, has received national 
recognition for scoring 92 points 
in a game earlier this season.
While I do not believe LaVar 
will have lasting negative impacts 
on his sons, it doesn’t mean there 
will be no distractions.
LaVar’s constant comparison 
of  his sons to NBA stars can 
bring a lot of  added, and un-
necessary, pressure to Lonzo, 
LiAngelo and LaMelo. While it 
does not seem to have affected 
Lonzo, as he has posted very 
strong numbers in big games this 
season, how it effects LiAngelo 
and LaMelo in the college ranks 
remains to be seen.
The incredibly high amount 
of  publicity can cause off-the-
court pressure as well because 
of  the reality show-type media 
attention LaVar is bringing the 
Ball family. The family could feel 
added pressure to not mess up 
in their personal lives because of  
this.
The extra attention for 




mous amounts of  scrutiny, as 
each of  Chino Hills’ basketball 
games have received a lot of  
publicity, with added attention 
due to the Ball brothers being on 
the team.
The increased publicity also 
puts the Ball family at risk, as 
their home was burglarized dur-
ing a Chino Hills playoff  game 
on March 15.
Despite all of  these prob-
lems, each of  the brothers are 
so talented that LaVar’s public-
ity stunts may not make a differ-
ence. As stated previously, scouts 
feel Lonzo is too talented to wor-
ry about what his father does off  
the court and, while LiAngelo 
LaVar Ball seems to be taking some of the spotlight off of his sons, redirecting it to himself through captivating comments.
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is not projected to be drafted 
as high as Lonzo or LaMelo, 
I have a hard time imagining 
teams will feel differently about 
LaVar when it comes to either of  
Lonzo’s younger brothers.
ESPN college basketball ana-
lyst Jay Bilas recently came out 
in favor of  LaVar Ball, saying 
“Lonzo Ball, his son, handles 
everything without changing ex-
pression. … We’ve seen this be-
fore with Richard Williams, Earl 
Woods and the Manning family 
years and years ago, prodigies as 
kids. What makes this different is 
it’s unabashed in the money mak-
ing side of  it.”
With regard to the money-
making side, LaVar has started 
his own apparel company called 
“Big Baller Brand” that was rela-
tively unknown to the public be-
fore his statements moved the 
entire family into the spotlight.
The added publicity could 
brothers, as big shoe companies 
like Nike and Under Armour are 
always looking for marketable 
players. If  the brothers prove 
they are able to stay out of  trou-
ble with the public eye on them, 
they will have a much better shot 
at landing sizable deals.
LaVar Ball, while controver-
sial, does not seem to be hurting 
his sons’ brands much, if  at all. 
Sure, there may be added pres-
sure and enormous amounts of  
public viewing and scrutiny, but 
as long as it does not have any 
negative impacts on his sons or 
their careers, how much harm is 
he really causing?
Opinion: LaVar Ball’s outlandish
The UEFA Champions 
League, the soccer world’s pre-
mier competition among the 
best teams in Europe, never fails 
to provide endless drama and 
excite fans all over the globe. 
This year has been no excep-
tion, whether it be the Cinderella 
story, Leicester City, continuing 
to impress as England’s last re-
maining hope in the tournament, 
or Barcelona’s historic comeback 
from down 4-1 through one leg 
to PSG, dubbed by some as the 
greatest comeback performance 
in sports history. 
As the tournament nears its 
home stretch, we are left with 
eight of  the world’s best vying 
then a chance to compete for the 
richest prize in world soccer in 
Cardiff, England, this June. Just 
draw was released, and it only 
excited fans more, setting up two 
heavyweight matchups in addi-
tion to two more intriguing con-
tests sure to provide some great 
battles. 
Barcelona vs. Juventus
Coming off  the high of  
the aforementioned comeback 
against PSG, Barcelona looks 
to continue its hot hand in this 
tournament against Italian giant 
Juventus. Coming off  a relative-
ly easy matchup against Porto, 
Juventus will certainly not take 
the Spanish side lightly. As good 
a defense as Juventus is known 
for, it will without a doubt be 
Messi, Suarez and Neymar. Look 
for Barcelona to prevail in this 
one.
Bayern Munich vs. Real Madrid
The second of  the two giant 
one that many fans expected to 
-
tion. Bayern looks to continue 
its great play after dismantling 
Arsenal in the last round of  the 
tournament and all but guaran-
teeing itself  another German 
league title. Real Madrid, how-
ever, is the most successful club 
ever in this tournament and ar-
guably the biggest club in the 
world, making this matchup all 
Champions League draw offers enticing matchups
the more enticing. This matchup 
is a tossup. 
Borussia Dortmund vs. AS Monaco
This matchup actually has the 
potential to be the best showing 
of  soccer of  any of  these four 
games. The talent on display 
in this game, from Ousmane 
Dembele and Christian Pulisic 
for Dortmund to Radamel 
Falcao and Benjamin Mendy 
for Monaco, is incredible. This 
game also has the best showing 
of  youth left in this tournament. 
Between both teams, more than 
solid performances can poten-
tially set up for running transfer 
rumors and large money deals in 
the next few years. Dortmund 
most likely has the edge, but this 
will be a great display of  soccer 
at the highest level. 
Leicester City vs. Atletico Madrid
story of  Leicester continues. 
Last season’s Premier League 
champions at 5000-1 odds are 
somehow the last English team 
in the competition, despite bat- Jamie Vardy is pivotal to Leicester City’s success.
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tling at the bottom of  this year’s 
Premier League all season. The 
class that players like Jaime 
Vardy and Riyad Mahrez showed 
in their title-winning season last 
year has yet to be on display in 
league play but stood out in the 
Champions League and helped 
the team continue its dream run. 
However, it faces its toughest 
-
ly the third-best team in Spain 
after Barcelona and Real Madrid 
and boasting superstar talent 
such as Antoine Griezmann and 
Fernando Torres. While it may 
be easy to see how Madrid’s tal-
ent and experience at this level 
may be the deciding factor in 
this tie, never count out the mag-
ic that Leicester has again and 
again showed. 
As the Champions League 
competition winds down and 
matchups like these come into 
play, soccer fans around the 
world rejoice in seeing the heavy-
weights of  the game battle for 
the most important trophy in 
world football. This year is no 
exception, and these games will 
continue to live up to the ex-
comments shouldn’t hurt sons
treme hype. The four games will 
take place on April 11-12 during 
the afternoon, where all eyes will 
be glued to TV sets. 





































Xavier Singers’ ‘School’d’ receives ‘A’ for effort
Logan, which was released on March 3.
Photo courtesy of superherotype.com
Xavier Singers performed their show, School’d, at Gallagher Student Center Theatre on March 17 and 18. The college-themed show featured covers of David Bowie, The Beatles and OneRepublic.





















Kong: Skull Island is a resurrection of the King Kong installment and features an ensemble cast including Samuel L. Jackson, Brie Larson and John C. Reilly.
The Cincinnati Actor’s Studio & Academy’s “A Night of Curious Incidents” offered a glimpse into the inner-worlds of children living on the autism spectrum.
Photos courtesy of Cincinnati Actor’s Studio & Academy 
BY SAM MARTINI
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‘Skull Island’ dashes hope for reboot
a downed World War II pilot, 
stranded on Skull Island for sever-
al decades. Reilly does a great job 
of  mixing emotional tones and 
comedic tones which provides a 
fresh feel to this otherwise stale 
-
formance by the always-amazing 
John Goodman cap off  the nota-
bly good things about the cast. 
Hiddleston and Brie Larson give 
lackluster performances, due not 
only to their disappointing acting 
but also to their underwhelming 
character arcs in the script. 
Samuel L. Jackson falls under 
the same category, only he had an 
arc, making his performance ap-
pear less enthused than the others. 
Kong: Skull Island is yet another 
stepping stone for yet another su-
per franchise trying to be launched 
by  a movie studio unwilling to put 
script mixed with the meaningless 
performances provide a horribly 
stale movie experience, though 
one that will bring in money due 
to visuals alone. 
Kong: Skull Island follows an ex-
pedition to the last uncharted ter-
ritory on the planet, Skull Island. 
After arriving to the island, things 
seem to be more dangerous than 
they initially appeared. 
King Kong is owed to the newly 
formed MonsterVerse. Warner 
Brothers is producing, and 
Godzilla in a two- hour “disas-
ter porn” straight out of  juvenile 
imagination.  
However, the majority of  the cast 
members are here to sell tickets. 
only truly stellar performance is 
given by John C. Reilly, who plays 
& Academy (CASA) presented “A 
Night of  Curious Incidents,” an 
event which included scenes from 
Simon Stephens’ acclaimed stage 
adaptation of  The Curious Incident 
of  the Dog in the Night-Time from 
March 2-5, as a fundraiser and 
awareness event for persons on 
been celebrated for its portrayal 
of  a young and severely autistic 
boy, Christopher Boone, as the 
protagonist who uses his incred-
ible intellect to solve the crime of  
the death of  his neighbor’s dog.
by Gina Cerimele-Mechley and 
featured a cast made up mostly of  
CASA students and rounded out 
by some professional artists play-
ing the adult characters. Among 
the cast members was Xavier 
Dalton, who played the role of  
Mr. Shears, the man for whom 
the protagonist’s mother leaves his 
father. 
“It was an awesome project to 
be a part of,” Dalton said. “Our 
show was really physical, and the 
entire ensemble was really playing 
Christopher. Playing his brain.”
With a set made simply of  glow 
tape, hanging string and a hula 
hoop hung from the ceiling, the 
show, which extended well past 
two hours, grabbed the audience 
for its duration. 
were its strongest point. Ryan 
Christopher in extremely impres-
sive fashion. His movements were 
precise, his dialogue thought out 
and his mind a scramble of  facts, 
words and associations. Smith 
Goold, who played Christopher’s 
teacher and true friend in life, 
Siobhan, was also stunning. His 
performance was subtle and emo-
tional, and the connection with 
Christopher seemed truly genuine. 
performers created was perfect 
to a group of  people who are of-
ten overlooked in the artistic and 
other professional communities. It 
was cool to see such a solid and 
this come to the city.
For futher inquiry, contact 
Gina Cerimele-Mechley at sword-
lady@zoomtown.com.
Newswire Rating:





 Xavier University, in order to jump 
ahead of the curve, is home to a bunch of 
third dimensional additive manufacturing 
machines (3D printers). As students, very 
few of us engage in the process, despite the 
easy-access that the university provides.
 3D printing was not the breakthrough 
discovery that some had hoped it would 
be. Instead of reaching such technological 
heights as lab-grown meat or Vedolizumab 
(the forerunning drug in the fight to cure 
AIDs), 3D printing has fallen to the level of 
drones and virtual reality: they are all quite 
fun, but they’re not what we had hoped. 
 Some of you may remember that a few 
years back, Xavier purchased a number of 
3D printers of varying sizes from MakerBot. 
The hype around these machines, at the 
time, was very high and I was no exception, 
though I was a part of a class that had been 
tasked with beta-testing the machines be-
fore they opened up for students. 
 However, the excitement has dispersed 
in a short time, and Xavier is not alone. 
MakerBot recently announced a company-
wide layoff of nearly 30 percent of overall 
staff. What does this mean? MakerBot was 
meant to be the next big company that was 
going to bring 3D printing into our homes, 
but there’s still hope for it yet. 
 3D printing is currently valued as a 
$4 billion industry, and it is estimated to 
become a $20 billion industry by 2020; 
the problem is that nearly 90 percent of 
that would be coming from business and 
manufacturing, not home and education. 
MakerBot was not wrong about 3D printing 
being the future. They were just a little too 
early to the party. 
 So what does this mean for us students? 
Did we just indirectly pay for a heap of tech 
that we can’t even use? The short answer 
is no. The majority of the 3D printers that 
Xavier bought are the MakerBot Replicator, 
which is still considered the best 3D printer 
for personal use. 
 So we have a bunch of printers that 
are easy to use, what next? How about we 
try and print something? For the more 
technically savvy among you, the best way 
to print exactly what you want is to design 
a three dimensional model in a Computer 
Aided Drafting program (CAD), such as 
AutoCAD. 
 If you lack the skills or the software, 
there is still a very strong chance that you 
can 3D print something amazing. Through 
the use of public file sites like Thingiverse, 
anyone can access pre-designed CAD files 
that are all ready for printing; it is just a 
matter of downloading the file, going to the 
MakerSpace on the first floor of the library, 
uploading the file within the MakerBot 
printing program and hitting print. 
 We may not be printing genetically 
enhanced fruit and bioengineered human 
hearts just yet, but that doesn’t mean we 
can’t have fun with what we have. Go ahead 
and make something, or find it online and 
claim you made it.
Photo courtesy of howdesign.com.
The events of this week’s Sheldon are inspired by the true story of Sara Ringenbach, Arts and Entertainment Editor of the Xavier Newswire.
